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Post-School Transition 
Information for Parents and Carers 

 
Working with learners, parents and carers to plan for post-school transitions is a priority for all 
schools and partners supporting young people. The attached Transition Pack has been produced to 
support the planning process. The pack is being trialled over the course of this school year and 
reviewed in May, in order to ensure that we are supporting effective transitions.  
 
Young people in Scotland can leave school: 
 

• On 1 June if they reach the age of 16 between 1 March and 30 September that year; 

• At the beginning of the Christmas holidays if they turn 16 between 1 October that year and 

the end of February the next year. 

When it is appropriate for young people to continue in school beyond their statutory school leaving 
age we encourage them to do so, for a maximum of two years beyond their earliest school leaving 
date. After this, young people have the right to leave school and move into further 
education/training, employment or adult services as young adults. Any requests for an additional 
school year would require sound educational reasons. 
 
During this time our specialist provisions focus on developing young people’s independence and 
skills for life so that they can graduate into the young adult world with their peers. Preparation for 
adulthood should involve explicit recognition of the strengths, abilities, wishes and needs of each 
learner as well as identification of the supports which may be required. Thorough and timely 
communication and sharing of information between the school leaver and parents and all 
supporting agencies is vital. This will be with the consent of the young person or, where is has been 
deemed that they do not have capacity to give consent, their parent. This makes sure that we are 
planning effectively, ensuring a good match between the young person’s needs and the options for 
post-school support.  
 
All schools discuss transitions at each planning meeting. Possible post-school destinations will be 
discussed from P6 upwards and will be a focus at each YPPM from S1 upwards so that transition out 
of school is pro-actively integrated into all planning and involves everyone who supports the young 
person. Schools will obtain information from parents, partners and professionals at least 12 months 
in advance of the young person’s school leaving age and share information with the relevant services 
at least six months ahead of the young person’s school leaving date, with the required consents. 
 
We hope that you find the attached documents helpful. Please speak directly to the Headteacher if 
you would like any additional information. 
 


